PEACE AND THE POLICY OF RETREAT
interest in defending but on behalf of a privileged
position for ourselves as against Have-Not powers.
One farther point needs mentioning. If our
national policy is based on the principle that we will
fight to defend our possessions and interests but not
for any general principle of right; if we are to be
militarist when our 'property' is touched but Pacifist
when it comes to fighting for a better international
order, then it is almost certain that the youth of this
country will decide to be Pacifist at all times. It may
well be that for this order of reasons also collective
defence is the only possible defence. If the long story
of retreat means that we refuse to fight for any inter-
national system or order which might give peace, and
our heavy armaments mean that we will fight to
defend our possessions, and only fight for that pur-
pose, then the British youth may well decide that all
war is a dirty and immoral business and we shall find
the doctrine of Pure Pacifism spreading even more
rapidly than at present.
It is in the light of these preliminary considerations
that we should study the story which follows.